MEN OF POWER
spread their wings, "showing by theii gestures and
songs that the holy father's words ga^e them greatest
joy,"
The number of such legends about Francis and his
early followers is legion. One concerns his conversion
of some robbers who had plagued the neighborhood of
Assisi. Francis seeks them out, going directly to
their den. He does not scold them nor threaten them
with punishment. He tells them, rather, that he knows
that only necessity could have driven them to such a
life, that they must be unhappy in it for they cannot
enjoy snatching bread from those who need it, and
that it results in making them lonely and hunted men.
Their poverty must, therefore, be harder to bear than
the poverty of other poor men who live in the city.
The robbers listen to him at first as to a lunatic, but
gradually their hardness melts under the warmth of
his sympathy, and his gentle wisdom leads them to peni-
tence and peace.
A certain priest has lived such an evil life that many
of his people will no longer accept the sacraments from
his polluted hands. Francis goes to the priest, kneels
before him, kisses those hands, and says: "I know not
if these hands be stained as men say of them; but
this I know well: they cannot, however stained they
may be, hinder the flow and efficacy of divine love.
And since through them have come benefits innumer-
able, I kiss them, honoring God by honoring him
whom God has made His minister/1 This simple act